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CALENDAR OF EVENTS  
 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

 

Leadership Change 

I would like to inform the school community 

officially that I will be taking leave from the school 

for 12 months as I will be taking up the position of 

Principal of the High School section of Deira 

International School in Dubai. 

It is a wonderful opportunity both professionally 

and personally to be working with leaders and 

educators from all around the world. I would like 

to thank the Education Department and the School 

Council for their support in approving my leave to 

undertake this position.  

Mark Moir will be the Principal in my place for the 

next 12 months beginning on the 3
rd

 of August 

2009. 

 

Semester Reports 

Teachers have been working very hard to correct 

exams and write reports for students in Years 7-12. 

The reports will be taken home by students at the 

end of Term 2 and we encourage parents/guardians 

to read the reports with your children and seriously 

take note of the comments and recommendations in 

the reports. 

 

Arts festival 

Congratulations to all staff and students involved 

in the annual Arts festival. The quality and variety 

of work and live performances on display was 

outstanding. Art work, ceramics, media 

presentations, drama performances, songs from the 

school production and concert band presentations. 

 

Refugee Week 

Last week was Refugee Week in schools which 

culminated in a wonderful day of cultural activities 

on Friday. Members of the Youth Services Group, 

„Listen Up‟, from the City of Greater Dandenong, 

worked with some of our students to write and 

perform their own Rap song, create crayon 
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drawings and perform in an African drum 

ensemble on the theme of „freedom‟. A band from 

a local Secondary College performed their own 

songs, members of Victoria police led physical 

activities and representatives of the Melbourne 

Victory soccer team conducted a soccer clinic.  

Students also wore their national costumes or the 

colours of their national flag as part of 

demonstrating the cultural diversity within our 

school population. 

Thank you to our Student Wellbeing Coordinator, 

Linda Stanton and the staff SRC Leader, Natasha 

Tsambras for their hard work in organising and 

coordinating this day in particular.   

 

Federal Building Funds 

We have received $200,000 from the National 

Schools Pride Grant from the Commonwealth 

Government. The planned project is to construct a 

learning space on the western end of the Hugh 

McRae Hall with its initial use focussing on drama 

and dance. Work on this project should begin next 

term. 

 

Student Levies 

There are still many outstanding levies for 

Essential Resources and Services as well as 

specialist programs such as VCAL, Year 10 

Vocational Studies, VET studies and Outdoor 

Education. It is important to the quality of 

provision that families pay the levies for your 

children.  

 

Russel Davies 

 

MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS 

 

Uniform – please read the College diary regarding 

appropriate winter uniform, particularly:  

 

 Undershirts must be white, 

 Stockings are not to be worn with school 

dresses, 

 Students are only allowed to wear runners 

in Sport, P.E. and lunchtimes not in class or 

between classes, 

 Jackets – Only official Lyndale SC jackets 

to be worn- supplies by Uniform Shop. 

 

I-pods, MP3 Players and mobile phones – 

PLEASE refer to the college diary regarding the 

school‟s policy on I-pods and MP3 players. 

Students are NOT allowed to use them in class 

otherwise they will have them confiscated. 

 

Reports - Please sit down and read your child‟s 

report with them so that you can discuss its 

implications together. We welcome contacting 

teachers directly for further clarification. 

 

Year 9 Electives – In Semester Two, all Middle 

School electives will change. These subjects have 

already been determined based on the selection 

sheets filled out at the end of 2008. Students will 

receive a new timetable when they return at the 

beginning of Term 3.  

 

MIDDLE SCHOOL CAMPS 

 

Year 7 Camp Arrabri Lodge (Warburton) 

 

The camp will be held from 29-31
st
 July. 

 

A reminder that the total cost of the camp is $270 

and with the initial deposit of $120 being paid 

already. Payments should be finalised now. It is not 

too late to pay for your child to attend camp. 

 

Year 8 Camp – Phillip Island Adventure Resort 

(Phillip Island) 
 

Year 8 Camp will run from November 12-14. The 

first instalment has been paid. Please remember to 

pay the remainder well before camp begins.  

 

Year 9 Camp – (Tasmania) 

 

Dates: 12-15 December  Cost: $600 

Year 9 students next year in Year 10 will be re-

distributed into new form groups and will also be 

in different classes for electives, Maths and English 

as Year 10 is aligned with VCE. This means that it 

is highly likely that your child may not know 

everyone in their class. Year 9 camp provides your 

child with an opportunity to engage with students 

across the year level to meet students outside their 

form groups in preparation for next year. Feeling 

connected to their peers and knowing all students 

in their class will mean greater success during this 

period. We encourage you to send your child on 

this camp. Payments can still be made in 

instalments. 

 

 

 



 

 

Net Alert: Cyber Bullying and Internet Safety 

Information 

NetAlert is the Australian Government‟s online 

safety program, set up to protect Australian 

families online. NetAlert is part of the Australian 

Communications and Media Authority (ACMA). 

NetAlert offers a range of advice, online resources 

and educational materials free of charge. 

Contact NetAlert at: 

PO Box 13112,   Law Courts 

Building,  Melbourne Vic, 3000   Tel: 1800 880 

176  Fax: (03) 9963 6899   www.netalert.gov.au 

For information in another language, call 131 450 

from anywhere in Australia, for the cost of a local 

call. The Translating and Interpreting Service can 

call ACMA on your behalf.  

 

The Middle School Team 

Year 7: Sefija Demirova and Ainslee Gallagher 

Year 8: Jane Holden and Paul Frowe 

Year 9: Preeti Maharaj and George Mojic 

 

SENIOR SCHOOL NEWS 

 

College Presentation Ball 
The College Presentation Ball is taking place on 

14
th

 August, 2009. 

The practices for the participants will begin 14 July 

(the second day of Term 3) at 3.15pm-4.30pm. in 

the College Hall. 

Last day for payment for participants and guests is 

26
th

 June. 

Please see Mrs Pearson, College Presentation 

Ball Coordinator if you have any questions. 
 

Later Years Information Night 

Year 10 parents will receive in the mail during the 

holidays, an invitation to the Later Years 

Information Night on Thursday, 30
th

 July. 

Please note that the information provided on this 

evening will be extremely important for your 

child‟s future in education, and as such, your 

attendance is vital. RSVPs must be returned to the 

Senior School Office by Wednesday, 22
nd

 July. 

 

Year 10 students will be involved in Course 

Counselling in early August, and they will be 

required to submit their final decision regarding the 

choice of subjects towards the end of August. 

Current teachers of VCE/VCAL/VET subjects will 

be available on the night to offer information and 

answer questions. We expect to see all of the Year 

10 students and their parents on this very important 

evening. 

 

It is highly recommended that any Year 9 students 

wishing to accelerate next year also attend the 

Later Years Information Night, to be informed 

of the expectations and requirements for the 

successful completion of the VCE. 

 

VCAA Plain English Speaking Award 

On Thursday 21
st
 May, Ms Ferguson accompanied 

two Yr 11 students, Cavan Brady and Margarita 

Dimaksyan, to the regional finals of the public 

speaking competition, which was held at Mentone 

Grammar School. The students were quite nervous, 

but they presented their respective speeches on 

Conformity and Fur - Yes or No with confidence. 

Although neither was selected to move to the state 

finals, they are to be congratulated for having a go. 

It is not easy to present a prepared speech in front 

of an audience, let alone an impromptu speech on 

Don‟t worry be happy, which they had only 4 

minutes to prepare! Both Cavan and Margarita 

should be proud of their involvement in this 

competition. They were excellent ambassadors for 

the College, and I know that they valued this 

experience. Well done! 

 

Year 10, 11 and 12 Exams  
Yr 10, 11 and 12 students have now completed 

their exams. The majority of students followed 

process and are to be commended for their general 

attitude and approach during the last two weeks. 

All Yr 10 students are completing work experience 

from June 15
th

 to 26
th

. No year 10 classes will run 

in these two weeks. This is a great opportunity for 

our students to have some practical experience in a 

career area of their interest. 

 

Yr 11 and 12 students should note that these mid-

year exams signify the end of Unit 1 and Unit 3. 

Monday, 15
th

 June is the start of Unit 2 and Unit 4. 

Students must continue to maintain attendance, 

effort and motivation in the couple of weeks 

leading up to the holidays.  

 

Yr 11 students should have received their exam 

results from their teachers this week. Yr 12 

students will receive the results from their mid-

year subject exams in early August. 

 

http://www.netalert.gov.au/


 

 

Attendance Policy 

Senior School students and their parents are 

reminded of the 95% attendance requirement as 

one of the criteria to satisfactorily complete a unit. 

In order for absences to be approved by subject 

teachers, students are required to present a medical 

certificate to their Year Level Coordinator on their 

return. It is imperative that students follow up 

immediately after they return from their absence. 

 

Uniform 

The weather has become colder this term; students 

are expected to be in full uniform and are 

encouraged to wear a white t-shirt under the school 

t-shirt and school jumper. Please note that a school 

jacket can be worn over the school jumper.   

A reminder that all students are required to bring a 

note from home if they are not in full uniform, and 

are expected to collect a uniform pass from the 

Coordinators‟ Office at the start of the day; after 

the third pass, senior students will be sent home if 

they attend school in incorrect attire. 

 

Confiscated items 

Did you have a jacket / coloured t-shirt / scarf / 

beanie / jewellery taken off you by a coordinator 

this semester?? 

We have accumulated a large box full of clothing 

that belongs to you!!  

Please claim your items before the holidays when 

we will donate these items to local charities. 

 

Leaving school grounds during school time 

Students are reminded that they are not permitted 

to leave school at any time during the day unless 

they have written permission from a parent or 

guardian; note must be signed by the Year Level 

Coordinator and presented at the front office when 

signing out. Students do not have permission to go 

down the street to buy lunch; canteen facilities are 

available every day of the week.  

Students are reminded that any student caught 

outside school without permission, will be issued 

with the following consequences: 

ü Letter home 

ü Community service at lunchtime or 

after school 

ü Lunchtime checklist 

Subsequent breaches will result in a suspension.  

The college is responsible for the safety of all 

students during school hours. This responsibility is 

compromised when students leave school grounds 

during these hours. We seek parent cooperation in 

reinforcing this message with your children, and 

we expect students to comply with college rules 

and expectations. 

 

 

LATER YEARS INFORMATION NIGHT 2009 

 

When: Thursday, 30
th

 July 

 

Where: Study Hall 

 

Time: 6:30 to 8:00pm 

 

All Year 10 students and their parents are expected 

to attend, so as to gain an understanding of the 

available pathways in Years 11 and 12. 

 

Year 9 students who are interested in attempting a 

Year 11 Unit 1/2 subject would greatly benefit by 

attending on the night also. 

 

Please note that teachers will be available to 

answer queries. 

Invitations will be sent out in the first week of Term 

3.  

  

Mrs S Simadri  

Senior School Manager   

    
 

CURRICULUM NEWS 

 

An iDE@L City Experience for Year 9 

 

Wow, what a term!  In recent weeks our Year 9 

students participated in a five day learning 

experience in the city.  They perfected the „art‟ of 

using public transport, visited exciting Melbourne 

landmarks and undertook independent research.   

 

On their return students were asked to write their 

reflections on the experience.  The following 

passages are taken from this work. 

 



 

 

 

„I have just completed my five exciting days of 

city experience.  The days went by slowly but this 

was only beneficial, for this just meant there was 

more time I had to enjoy this great experience. 

 

As I was on my way to the station on my first day 

I obviously had my doubts.  What if I miss my 

train? What if I get lost? What if I donôt enjoy 

myself?  But the worrying questions going 

through my mind were a waste of time because 

the experience was nothing that I had imagined it 

to be.  The unusual people, the street art, the 

history and the different types of food.  It was all 

a delightful sight.ô 

Olivia 9D 

 

óThe fact that we travel independently for a 

school event is exciting, that we are finally taking 

responsibility for a change and we get to say, 

óYes, no teachers!ô  é As we walked out of the 

State Library my friends commented, óHow 

boringô and óIôm glad itôs overô, but in my head 

Iôm like óHey, in a few years I might be sitting in 

these hi-tech rooms filled with Apple i-Macs and 

notebooks studyingô.  So it was fun for me.ô 

Dania 9A 

 

óBefore I was not sure if I should have gone but 

when I did I had the time of my life.  The 

experience was impressive and I recommend the 

other year nineôs should go on this experience.ô 

Josh 9D 

 

The team of iDE@L teachers would like to thank 

all of the students involved for their exemplary 

behaviour and enthusiasm.  Furthermore, we would 

like to acknowledge the amazing staff at the 

College.  Without their commitment and support of 

the program it would not have been such a success. 

 

Rebekah Nicholas 

iDE@L Coordinator 

 

 

 

 
 

LITERACY NEWS 

 

Premier’s Reading Challenge 

 
Participation in the Victorian Premier‟s Reading 

Challenge is available to all students in years 7-10 but 

compulsory for years 7 and 8. 
It is fantastic that many students have already read 

enough books to meet the challenge. 
Please make sure all books are entered into the PRC 

website. 
  
Students may download a copy of the reading list and a 

recording sheet/bookmark from the following website. 
www.education.vic.gov.au/prc Go to reading lists-years 

7,8,9 or 10. 
To complete the challenge students must read 15 books 

including at least 10 from the Challenge booklist by 

Monday August 24. 
  
Students record all books read on the record sheet and 

have parents or teachers sign for verification. 
Students who complete the challenge will receive a 

certificate signed by the Premier of Victoria and go 

into a draw to win a $50.00 Border’s Voucher. There 

are also class prizes and house points awarded for 

every book read. 
  
Happy Holiday Reading 
Krista Rainsford,  

Premier‟s Reading Challenge Co-ordinator 

 

https://www.edumail.vic.gov.au/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.education.vic.gov.au/prc


 

 

NATIONAL GALLERY of 

VICTORIA EXCURSION 

 

 
 

On Thursday 18th June, Levels 3 and 4 of the 

Accelerated Learning Program headed off to the 

city to visit the NGV. The program for the day 

included two education sessions, Literacy and 

Art– “More Than Words”- using art as a source  

 

 
 

of discussion and writing in a variety of genres 

with links to the required English writing folio, and 

the second a self guided tour focusing on similar 

themes. The NGV program provided opportunity 

to develop student personal and social skills, ethics 

and values, while promoting visual literacy and 

communication skills, to enhance students‟ 

understanding of themselves and others. There was 

also time to provide an opportunity for students on 

this cross age activity to meet informally with each 

other and their teachers. 

 

 
 

Student Reports 

 

This National Gallery excursion related to our 

English work which was on the author of Pride and 

Prejudice, Jane Austen.  After being assigned our 

groups, we were taken to the “Persuasion” 

exhibition, which was all about Jane Austen, and 

showcased clothes and accessories from the 

Regency period in which she lived and wrote 

about. We were then allocated free time to find 

information on various paintings before our writing 

session. 

 

 
 

When we were looking at all the different paintings 

we decided go to the contemporary exhibition area. 

There were so many interesting art works. The one 

I found most interesting was called “Invisible 

Painting”. I didn‟t really think too much of it at 

first, because it was just a canvas that had been 

painted black, but when I read the information 

about it I learnt that the artist had painted over the 

original picture! This was because the artist wished 

that the characters and the context of the painting 

would remain a secret. Only the artist knows what 

is beneath the black surface. 

 



 

 

 
 

Lauren McCann 10I  

 

On Thursday 18
th

 June 10I and 9C embarked on 

their journey to the National Gallery of Victoria. 

Honestly, in the morning we weren‟t too eager to 

get stared but once we arrived in the city the sun 

was shining and we were all keen to pursue this 

 

 
 

activity. Whilst in the gallery we found an artwork 

that captured our attention. It was of a ewe 

standing protectively over its dead lamb, mourning. 

They were surrounded by a flock of big black 

crows. This work held a lot of meaning, no matter 

which way you chose to look at it. It could be  

 

 

either spiritually symbolic or you could view it 

literally. Overall the day was an experience to 

remember and the gallery held many beautiful 

works. 

 

Alisha Shamim and Anna Nguyen 10I 

 

 
 

Debra Martin –  

Acceleration/Enrichment Program Coordinator 
 

 

HOUSE REPORT 

   
In Semester 1 we have witnessed new and old 

house activities run at Lyndale Secondary College. 

Students have been engaged in all sorts of activities 

that have increased the intra-school house spirit 

into Lyndale‟s Culture. 

 

This term at Lyndale we have included the 

following House Activities into the program. Some 

are still ongoing and do not have a final result: 

 

1. An Open Day and Night Competition was held 

where student leaders, helpers and band 

members received house points for their 

assistance. I am proud to say that Halton won 

this competition by just 1 point with Gladstone 

coming second. This means that every house 

to date has won one of the first four house 

competitions.  A remarkable effort from all 

House Members! 

2. A Traditional Dress-Up Competition for 

House Points was held on Friday 17
th

 June in 

the Hall Foyer. Students with multicultural 

backgrounds dressed in their national dress or 

colours and paraded themselves to a host of 

judges.  It was amazing to see so many 

students having a great time. 



 

 

3. The „So You Think You Can Dance Lyndale‟ 

Competition has been a huge success and has 

seen all different groups and individuals 

express themselves through dance.  Perhaps 

we might find a future contestant to actually 

enter the real show! I would like to thank Ms 

Diab for the organisation of the competition. 

 

4. We have also tapped into „The School 

Musical‟ awarding House Points for all the 

participants involved in this massive 

production. This will be coming to you 

shortly. The show promises to be fantastic so 

please don‟t forget to purchase tickets.  A big 

thank you goes out to Ms Kiely and her crew. 

 

5. Debating has also been running for several 

months and continues to do so. House points 

have been also attached here too.  I would like 

to thank Ms Ferguson for her efforts with the 

debating students. 

 

The Overall House Score Board which includes 

only the 1
st
 four activities for 2009 looks like this. 

 

 

Placing House Points 

1
st
 Gladstone 3308 

2
nd

 Munro 3227 

     3
rd

 Oakwood 2940 

     4
th

 Halton 2755 

 

Finally House Captains have been working on 

Logos which are envisaged to appear on future 

banners and posters around the school.  The theme 

here is house colours with a „specified type of bird‟ 

appearing within a shield.  

 

So as you can see a lot has been happening on the 

Lyndale House front. Please ensure you check the 

House Board and Student Bulletin for further 

competitions in Semester 2. 

 

Remember „Teamwork‟ could just turn the table 

around. 

 

Have a Great Break. 

 
Theo Petkaris  

(House Leaders Co-ordinator) 
  
 

BURSAR’S NEWS 

EDUCATION MAINTENANCE 

ALLOWANCE (EMA) 

Claims for the second EMA instalment must be 

lodged at the Office by Friday 7August.   

Late applications will not be accepted; this is a 

ruling from the Department of Education.  

Parents who filled in an application at the 

beginning of the year, (at this school), will not be 

required to complete a new application for the 

second instalment. Only families that did not apply 

or are new to the school since March 2009, will 

need to complete an EMA application form. 

The Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA) is 

provided to assist eligible families with the costs 

associated with the education of their children.  To 

be eligible for receipt of the EMA you must: 

be either a parent or guardian of a primary or 

secondary school student up to the age of sixteen; 

and 

be an eligible beneficiary of a Centrelink pension, 

allowance or benefit within the meaning of the 

State Concessions Act 1986 or be a Veterans 

Affairs (TPI) pensioner or be a foster parent. 

The eligibility criteria must be met as at the first 

day of Term 3 (13 July 2009).  

Application forms are available from the General Office 

 ENDEAVOUR HILLS BUS 

ALL students using the Endeavour Hills bus 

service must purchase a bus ticket by the 1
st
 day of 

Term 3 THERE ARE NO EXCEPTIONS.  

Year 7 – 12-One Way         $ 90.00  

             -Both Ways      $155.00 

Per ride: $3.00.  Please obtain per ride tickets at the 

Bursar‟s office. These can be purchased in multiples.  

Payment by cash, cheque, credit card, EFTPOS 

Telephone payments by credit card are accepted. 

The Bursar will be available during the 1
st
 week of the school 

holidays. 

On the back of this Newsletter is an article 

regarding Education Tax Refund.  As advised 

previously, the Essential Services and Resources 

Levy costs are not covered by the Department of 

Education.  If you make your payment by June 30 

you will then be able to claim for the Education 

Tax Refund for this financial year.If you have any 

queries regarding this please contact the Bursar‟s 

office on 9795 2366  

Christine Kay - Bursar 



 

 

OFFICE NEWS 

Change of Details 

 

If there is an occasion where you move and there is 

a change of address and/or phone numbers, or if 

parents change jobs could you please notify the 

school office of these changes. 

 

If your child is ill at school 

 

Please instruct your child/ren that if they are ill at 

school and need to go home they are to report to 

the sick bay where the First Aid Officer will then 

ring the parents for collection.  Otherwise it is a 

very time consuming job to try and find students in 

classes.  Or, if there is a need for your child to 

attend to a medical appointment please send a note 

so that their release from school is known in the 

appropriate areas and that paperwork has already 

been completed by the time you need to pick them 

up. 

SECOND HAND UNIFORM 

The second hand uniform shop is open every 

Monday between 3pm & 4pm in the Hall foyer. 

Anyone wishing to sell second hand uniforms can 

either contact Wendy Rooney or come to the Hall 

at the abovementioned time and day.  Any 

enquiries please ring Wendy on 9795 2366. 

 

 

TERM DATES 2009 

TERM 1 28
th

 January ï 3
rd

 April 2009 

TERM 2 20
th

  April ï 26
th

 June 2009 

TERM 3 13
th

 July ï 18
th

 September 2009 

TERM 4 5
th

 October ï 18
th

 December 2009 

 

General Notices: 

The advertisements in the Lyndale Secondary 

College Newsletter are paid for by the advertisers. 

Lyndale Secondary College does not necessarily 

endorce any of the products or services advertised. 

 

 

 

 

 

SMARTS HOME   

TUTORING 
 

 

Professional Home Tutoring 

Tailored for Each Student 
 

Qualified Tutors 

Available in All Subject Areas 

Primary to University 
 

PH: 1300 786 234 
 

View Our Website 
www.smartshometutoring.com.au 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10am ï 12pm Tennis Clinic  

ONLY $10  for Two Hours of 

Tennis  
Beginners – Advanced all welcome. Lots of Tennis games with 

fun and friendly coaches. 

TENNIS TOURNAMENT 
Following the tennis clinic each day  

1pm ï 3pm Ą$7.50 ă 
Prizes and rewards for participation 

Contact Ben The  Club Pro on 

0432 043 723 to book in now!  
Rosswood Tennis Club located on Tirhatuan Park 

Somerset Drive Dandenong North. 

http://www.smartshometutoring.com.au/

